
MORNING

8:00-9:00am
Registration & Networking
hosted by Gensler | 1625 Broadway Suite 400 Denver, CO 80202

9:00am
Welcome and Introductions
Justin Molloy, SEGD

9:10-10:30am
Session 1: Building A Legacy
The Question of a Sale
Henry Beer, Stantec ViBE (formerly Comm Arts), Boulder
Mergers and acquisitions are still shaking out in the AEC industry, and many 
large firms need the skill sets that smaller experiential firms have to offer. What 
are the pros and cons of being absorbed by a larger AEC firm? What does the 
transition look like? 

Ownership and Leadership Transitions
Mark VanderKlipp, Corbin Design, Traverse City
What happens when it’s time to pass the torch and transition the leadership and 
ownership of your firm to the next set of leaders? What’s the best structure and 
what’s the timeline for making this happen?

Moderated Dialogue with Session Panelists

10:30-11:15am
Morning Break

11:15-11:45am
Session 2: The Next Generation
Attract, Engage, Retain
Harry Spetnagel, Gensler, Denver
Gen-Y and those coming after them are graduating from design school with a 
new mindset on working, collaborating, and contributing. How do you reach, 
engage, and retain the next-generation of designers to sustain and grow your 
practice in new ways?

11:45-1:00pm
Lunch Break
Downtown Denver
Get outside into the brisk winter air and explore what Downtown Denver has to 
offer with your fellow summit mates!

AFTERNOON

1:00-2:30pm
Session 3: New Practice Models
The Emergent Designer/Entrepreneur
Vijay Mathews, Winfield & Co., New York
The design practices emerging today are a whole new breed. New modes of 
work and new ways of solving problems with technology have become the new 
standard for experience design firms.

Platforms as Service
Lauren Kelly, Mustard Square, San Francisco
There is a better way to work; a better way to solve problems. The new way of 
work is to work smarter. Technology continues to enable new ways to be 
efficient and add more value to the process. By developing more efficient ways 
to solve the mundane problems we are able to find new ways to provide value to 
your clients.

Moderated Dialogue with Session Panelists

2:30-3:00pm
Afternoon Break

3:00-4:50pm
Session 4: The Future of Your Practice
Vision, Strategy, Leadership
Kelly Kolar, Kolar Design, Cincinnati
The experience design world continues to evolve rapidly, and  many firms are 
recognizing their true value lies not in designing objects, but in creating ideas, 
innovations, and strategies. How can you move your studio (and your clients) 
toward this way of thinking? 

Beyond Practice
Kevin Budelmann, Peopledesign, Grand Rapids
Design thinking is being embraced by businesses and organizations beyond the 
design world. The potential to impact our world, culture, and people is 
enormous. So where do you start? How can we activate design’s potentials 
beyond the confines of practice and the day-to-day?

Summit Panel Discussion
moderated by Justin Molloy, SEGD

5:00-6:30pm
Closing Reception

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE
Contact Kristin Bennani for more information on Business of Design sponsorship packages 
kristin@segd.org | 202.638.5555
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