






HIV definitely saved my life… that 

meant getting clean, getting sober. 

… my body was like—’girl! I’m 

going to quit on you if you don’t 

stop!’

DIAGNOSIS

And he told me that if I thought

I wanted my kids back I probably 

wouldn’t get [my kids] back 

because I had HIV.

...he knew my husband had HIV 

already like eight years, and that’s 

pretty much when I separated from 

my husband. I told him to stay with 

his mother. I was homeless, 

sleeping in a garage. I ended up 

homeless and broke.

As much as I tried to 
die, it seemed like the 
more I tried to die, the 
more I would live.

[The Doctors] came in my room, 

fully gowned, I mean from head to 

toe looking like astronauts and told 

me I had AIDS… you know, you 

don’t have long to live. It could be 

today or tomorrow. That’s because 

they didn’t really know that much 

about HIV or AIDS.

I was adhering to my 
medications. I took 
control of what I was 
supposed to do.

I did know this,
it was a virus and it
was a deadly virus.

People would cringe because they 

didn’t know, understand it. You don’t 

get HIV from touching someone,

you don’t get HIV from going to 

bathroom, you know? But I have 

heard a lot of people complain ... 

they came out in church and then 

people felt differently of them.

And so that’s when I stopped going 

to church.

You are Positive.
The result came back.

Because all I knew was the drug 

addicts and the prostitutes and the 

people who was shooting drugs 

were getting HIV. … I wasn’t doing 

any of that, I’m like — oh my God, 

this is wrong, this is not happening. 

And then when I got tested again it 

still said the same thing… Why 

didn’t he tell me? … the fact is —

I wanted to know. Because he took

a portion of my life.

We were living, we had our two 

kids..that would be the furthest 

thing from my mind. I thought he 

had cancer...

[My Husband] was past the HIV 

stage and his count was 12. The 

doctor basically said you know it’s 

just a matter of time. He could last 

two weeks, he could last two 

months, but he’s not going to

last long.

But what they didn’t know was 

that I was diagnosed with HIV, 

they said AIDS. 
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I began to educate myself about 
what it is that I had.I ain’t scared. I ain’t 

afraid.œ

±
you learn something 
from people everyday. @

 I don’t let nobody 
stop me from doing or 
saying. I struggle and 
that is my strength. §

I’m like - I can do this, God got 
my back, my faith. !

I’m just as healthy as you are, 
you know. I’m, uh, I’m okay.  &

Deborah with her partner Deborah on the steps of the Chicago Women’s 
AIDS Project, Mother’s Day, c. 2000.

Rosemary with her daughter  visiting Bryce Canyon in 2014. Rosemary 
faced her fear of heights in getting out of the car to enjoy the summit view.
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